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ABSTRACT 

This program examines the series of myths generated 
by the media about war, peace, and the use of force. This episode 
explores the emergence of the popular interpretation of violence by 
"good” citizens who use violence to produce positive results during 
wartime. The study guide offers questions to use before viewing the 
video, questions to follow the video, classroom activities to focus 
student thinking on the problem, topics for further research, and a 
list of 10 resources. (EH) 
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THE MEDIA AND IMAGES OF WAR 

1)„ violent images provoke real violerice - 
olircr way around! Movies and television have helper^ 
,„„s,nil from generation to generation a senes of 
myihs aliout war, peace, and the use J"® 

inipai t of such values are explored in this 1^^*' 
iirdvoking episode of America's Defense Monitor, 
reaiuiedlrc!^ Richard Slotkin, author of Cunfighter 
Nation and David Considine, an outspoken leader in 
the media literacy movement. This 30-minute video 
can enhance a unit on the media, military nistoiy, or 
the influence of violent images on human psychology. 

The popular interpretation of America histo^i 
"l elehrates" the westward movement of the frontier 
through war and conquest. Films and television 
programs about war and the frontier perpetuate the 
myth that war and violence are the American way to 
achieve progress. Post-World War II American^who 
erew up with film and television, dwioped the 
dx|«xtation that the cavalry, western 'wmen tmd 

ccmliat heroes always 

Americans was always portrayed as 

ri'siills. This biased view of Americas past hnlsely 

mythologizes the "man with the gun as a 

representative, admirable American. 

Her ause wars are significant events in the American 
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experience, how ihe public peiceives wans nilu ai. 
We have been so heavily boinbaidcd with u^\r 
depicting war as a positive part of <>ur history that w.- 
no long?^r see war for the horro! it is Americ ans love 
to watch television and movie wars; but the myth th. 
war is exciting, glamorous, clean - and only lasts twr 
hours - tends to increase our acceptarice of war. i 
war acts of bravery are common and often essential to 
victory. But glorifying heroism and presenting wai as 
"good" and "constructive" events that ( ontnhutr' to 
America's past and presr-nt greatness distoiis nui 
history and jeopardizes our future. 



discussion questions bei ore VIEWINC; 

1) what woids and images do you think of wlu n you 
Ihink of war and combat? Why do you think you think 

of these images? 

2) What do you think the media's influeme on the 
public is? Ihe public's influeiu e on the media, 

3) When you view films, how do nou <liaw 
conclusions from the imag,es portiayed^ 

4) I low have thr- movies you h.ive seen depir tnl wai? 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS ARER VIEWING 

(Note; It may be useful to give students these questions 
L'fore they see the video so that they will be more 
pu'pared for discussion afterwards.) 

1 ) What are some imagi'S and ideas that stand out in your 
I1UI id from the film? 

2) I low would you (k'S( rilx‘ the |)ersfXH-.tive that this film 
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t) What is the influeru e of Hollywood and Tv? on *e 
IMiblic 's [rera-iition of the mi Haryf Will the ewer numbers 
of Amc^ricans with direct experience in combat effect how 
wt! |)CM(XMve luilitary images? 

4) Wl.al images of war are prwlominant in ^cxJia? 

1 live these images sha|xid our ex|)ectations of ^^a^ioul^d 
U‘ done in naticxial and international policies, 
you think the influence is on policy makers? 

S) Wliat are the plots of some 

.10(1 do they fit the mcxlels described in the film. Think 
.il K Hit tlH) main charact(>rs - what role does the hero usually 

take on? 

(.) Wl.al imp..cl ck« II, e -Myth of the Frontie,- hav^ 
A, iK'rk an Irailition! Frcan whal Fiiaorical trends Fiave these 

im,ig('s of war come'? 
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TOPICS FOR ESSAYS AND FURTHER RESEARCH 

) Have Sludonu ci.hc- watch a v,a, i' 

jnalyscs in class and discuss. 

WiMfM 

=E'^|§|=i; 

paS; lir 8 e><a^P'« 

media sources. 

CLKSSRCX)M AaiVlTlES 
BEaiosiormingJniap 

fhtytatrsern. Th^ 

students to (or 

rXrolebUckboard. Th^en discuss ,h«e 
results - whal are the predominant images 

S^aM= 

these images. 
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An Images-of WaiLBulielirLBoard 
Have students look for images or aiticles portraying 
war in various printed media. (For example, they 
could find articles on present conflicts in the news or 
descri[.ltons of recent movies in entertainment guides.) 
Students ‘hould then cut these out and bring them to 
class to be onto a classroom bulletin board. Discuss 
the images they found. How is armed conflict 
presented in the media they found? Do certain 
sources present it in a different manner than others? 
Are there certain ideas or images that are frequently 
found? This bulletin board can be an on-going class 
project. 
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same issues as the video.) 
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AMERICA'S DEFENSE MONITOR: 
THE PERFECT WAY TO BRING ISSUES 
TO LIFE IN THE CLASSROOM 



Amcria's Defense Monitor offers an in-depth look at our 
nation's military and security-related policies. Each thirty 
minute program is a visually stimulating and entertaining 
resource for the high school or college classroom. Episodes 
can be used to supplement regular classroom material or to 
introduce new topics. By bringing topics to life through the 
medium of video, this award-winning series can help arouse 
student interest in crucial Issues. 

Topics covered by America's Defense Monitor range from 
the social costs of military spending to nuclear proliferation, 
the arms trade, and the impact of the military on society, the 
media and the environment. Each program features 
interviews with important policy makers. 

America's Defense Monitor is produced by the Center for 
Defense Information, the foremost research organization in 
the country analyzing military issues. The program is 
broadcast nationwide on the Public Brozdeasting Network. 
For more information and a complete catalogue, contact us 

at: 

Cental loi Dafansa Infoiinatlon 

1500 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
or call 1-800-CDI-3334 
Fax (202) 862-0708; email: cdi0igc.apc.org 

This Study Guide created by Claudia Rizzo. 



